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Diagnosis

T. muris infection can be diagnosed by demonstrating the trophozoites in
wet mounts of contents from the cecum or colon Their wobbly or jerky
movements are very characteristic (Levine, 1974; Hsu, 1982) In histologic
sections of cecum or colon prepared without disturbing the lummal contents,
the trophozoites are found dispersed throughout the fecal stream In
hematoxylin and eosm-stained sections, the nucleus stains poorly, the nuclear
membrane is indistinct, and the cell wall often appears wrinkled or folded
upon itself (J R. Lindsey, Department of Comparative Medicine, University
of Alabama at Birmingham, unpublished)

Contiol

The organism is a commensal, and control measures are not likely to be
justified (Levine, 1974, Hsu, 1982)

Interference with Research

No examples have been reported.

Other Endoparasites

Numerous other endoparasites have been reported from wild mice and
rats and are encountered occasionally in animals maintained by conven-
tional methods. For information on those parasite species, more compre-
hensive works on this subject should be consulted (Levine and Ivens, 1965;
Oldham, 1967; Griffiths, 1971, Owen, 1972; Flynn, 1973a, Levine, 1974,
Hsu, 1979, 1982; Wescott, 1982).